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Indian musical wonders
Musical Wonders of India is a recently 
launched online exhibition curated 
by the Victoria & Albert Museum and 
Darbar Festival, which celebrated its tenth 
anniversary in September. The project is 
the result of a seven-year study led by the 
Darbar Arts Culture Heritage Trust, which 
investigated the history of the (mainly 19th-
century) instruments at the museum. The 
collection is mainly string instruments. They 
have produced an immersive online journey 
through photography, articles on the origins 
and history and over 30 videos of classical 
maestros performing across India, including 
Shivkumar Sharma, Bahauddin Dagar and 
khayal singer Kaushiki Chakrabarty. In 
addition, a display at the V&A Museum’s 
Nehru Gallery is currently showcasing 
ten of these beautifully decorated 
instruments until October 31.

Visit the website to discover the history of 
this exquisite collection and watch clips of 
the instruments being performed. 
+  ONLINE www.darbar.org/wonders
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Cuban connections
When Harry Follett moved to Santiago de Cuba, he met Cuban 
musician Alain Garcia Artola and together they set up a temporary 
studio where they recorded various folkloric music from Cuba. 
Inspired, they set out to help preserve Cuba’s lesser-known folkloric 
genres as well as encourage dialogue between the traditional 
musicians and electronic producers. Thus Manana was born,  
a non-profit organisation and festival. 

Manana, as Artola explains, “stands for ability and 
dexterity… each artist has their own manana, but [it] is 
a feeling that is born deep in the soul of the artist.” The 
festival, due to take place May 4-6 2016 in Santiago de 
Cuba, will connect Afro-Cuban musicians with the 
global electronic community. In addition to the festival, 
Manana plan on creating a permanent studio space 
in Santiago, which will continue to encourage the 
same collaborations all year long. Already teamed up 
with tropical DJ collective Sofrito and international arts 
production company No-Nation, Manana are asking for 
public support through a Kickstarter campaign. Visit their 
website for more details.
+  ONLINE www.mananacuba.com
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