
18  songl ines  › i ssue  1 1 1  

who’s touring

i ssue  1 1 1  › songl ines  19

Kiran Ahluwalia
The Indian-Canadian ghazal singer returns to the UK
A reflection of her life – she was born in India, raised in Canada and is 
now a resident of New York City – Kiran Ahluwalia’s music knows no 
borders or boundaries. Mainly rooted in Indian ghazal, a literary and 
musical form of rhyming couplets, Ahluwalia mixes in everything from 
Saharan blues to jazz for a unique twist on the South Asian music. She 
was a winner of the Newcomer award in the inaugural Songlines Music 
Awards in 2009 for her album Wanderlust, and has recently released 
her sixth album, Sanata: Stillness (reviewed in #107). 
Touring August 29-September 8, see p89 for details

Namvula 
The folk songstress with Zambian-Scottish roots
The debut release by the Scottish-Zambian singer-songwriter Namvula 
Rennie and her band is an intriguing mix of styles and traditions, 
predominantly ones influenced by Namvula’s family’s African and 
Scottish roots. Singing in English, French, Portuguese and Lenje, the 
local language of her mother, there’s real soul to this music that comes 
alive when Namvula performs together with her band of talented 
musicians. They’ve been busy on the festival circuit and after their UK 
autumn tour, they’ll head to the US for the first time. 
Touring September 25-October 9, see p93 for details

RURA
Much sought-after Scottish five-piece
The Scottish five-piece are having quite a year. After some storming sets 
at festivals across the country and further afield (including Canada, 
Malta and Denmark), the Glasgow-and-Edinburgh-based band will 
tour again in the autumn. Their second album, Despite the Dark, 
(a Top of the World in #109), was described as being an ‘infectious, 
exhilarating and downright sweaty toe-tapper of an album.’ It’s an 
impressive mix of Highland pipes, whistles, bodhrán, fiddle, flute and 
guitar, sweetly complemented by Adam Holmes’ beguiling vocals. 
Touring September 11-October 3, see p93 for details

Joe Driscoll &  
Sekou Kouyaté
New York hip-hop and Guinean kora
Joe Driscoll and Sekou Kouyaté released their debut, Faya, in 2012, 
which showcased the fleet-fingered Sekou on kora and Driscoll’s rapid 
rhymes. They toured extensively and were nominated in the Songlines 
Music Awards in 2013. All’s gone quiet in the past year, but now this 
fearsome duo are back for a tour in the UK and there’s even talk of a 
follow-up album in the works. We can only hope. 
Touring September 27-October 17, see p90 for details

O’Hooley & Tidow
A celebration of real ale, real music and real people
The pair from Yorkshire have been travelling around the UK in their 
faithful old campervan and hit the road again this autumn when they 
visit some real ale venues. Their witty and moving lyrics and sweet 
harmonies have earned them a well-deserved reputation as being a 
powerhouse of contemporary songwriting. As a follow-up to their last 
album, The Hum (a Top of the World in #99), they’re releasing a special, 
limited edition micro album to coincide with the tour – Summat’s 
Brewing – a collection of songs all inspired by drinking beer, of course!
Touring September 4-October 12, see p93 for details

Leveret
Inventive British instrumental folk trio
The debut album by the trio known as Leveret – Andy Cutting, Rob 
Harbron and Sam Sweeney – seems to have really caught people’s 
imagination and desire for simple, exquisitely performed English 
instrumental folk music. New Anything was a Top of the World in #106 
and since performing at last year’s English Folk Expo and Homegrown 
Festival in Bury, they’ve had a full-on schedule, including most recently 
a gig at Sidmouth FolkWeek. If unadulterated, excellent musicianship 
is your thing, then make sure to see them during their October tour.
Touring October 1-11, see p93 for details

Phillip Henry &  
Hannah Martin
Exciting and innovative English folk duo
This Devon-based English folk duo turned heads with their excellent 
release, Mynd (reviewed in #96). Henry studied slide guitar with 
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Debashish Bhattacharya in Kolkata and brings subtle influences of 
Indian ragas, blues, and gospel to the music. Both Henry and Martin 
are talented multi-instrumentalists, who create beautifully rich and 
textured music. They won the BBC Radio 2 Folk Award for Best Duo 
in 2014 and are just about to release their new album, Watershed. 
Expect a hauntingly beautiful performance. 
Touring September 24-October 11, see p90 for details
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