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01 Meredydd Evans
Merêd 
(Sain, 2005)
A collector and performer of 
Welsh folk songs, Merêd (as he 

was better known) was an avid Welsh language 
campaigner and dedicated his life to collecting 
songs that were in danger of vanishing since 
the Methodist revival almost killed off the 
secular tradition of folk singing in Wales. This 
double-album contains 50 tracks, including rare 
recordings of a concert in 1962. In April this year 
he posthumously won the Good Tradition award 
at the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards in Cardiff. JF

02 Dom Flemons
Prospect Hill 
(Music Maker, 2015)
Nicknamed the ‘American 
Songster,’ Flemons has devoted 

a large part of his career to the study of the 
African-American song tradition. For his solo 
debut he delves into songs that pre-date the 
Mississippi Delta blues from various vernacular 
traditions. There are even some originals here, 
but ones that sound as if they were written over 
100 years ago. Reviewed in #106. AP

03 Julie Fowlis
Gach Sgeul –  
Every Story 
(Machair Records, 2014)
Alan Lomax described the 

Gaelic song tradition as ‘the finest flower of 
Western Europe’ and Fowlis has become one 
of its most high-profile champions. The singer 
from North Uist has studied and done research 
into the Gaelic culture of the Highlands and her 
latest release is an unadulterated collection of 
traditional songs. Reviewed in #99. JF

04 Sam Lee
The Fade in Time 
(Nest Collective Records, 2015)
Mercury-nominated Sam 
Lee is a modern-day song 
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had performed with klezmer musicians before 
World War II. The result is a brilliant recreation of 
Transylvania’s rural Jewish music. SB

08 Janusz 
Prusinowski trio
Knee-Deep in Heaven 
(Oriente, 2013)
Janusz Prusinowski and his 

colleagues have been pioneers in the movement 
that’s revived the interest in traditional music 
in Poland. They’ve taken tunes collected by the 
19th-century collector Oskar Kolberg (1814-
1890) and the Polish Academy of Sciences, but 
more importantly living old masters they’ve met 
in the villages. Reviewed in #98. SB

09 Various Artists
Cecil Sharp Project
(Shrewsbury Folk Festival, 2011)
The father of the folklore 
revival in England, Sharp 

collected around 5,000 folk tunes across 
England and North America. This album was 
the result of a special project to commemorate 
Sharp’s legacy, in particular his travels to 
Appalachia. Reviewed in #78. JF

10 Various Artists
The Very Best of  
Hugh Tracey 
(Sharp Wood Records, 2008)
Hugh Tracey (1903-1977) was 

the father of African ethnomusicology and his 
recordings preserve an invaluable collection of 
(mostly) traditional music from the 50s. This Best 
Of includes one track from each of Sharp Wood’s 
21-CD Hugh Tracey retrospective, ranging 
from the Royal Drum Ensemble of Rwanda 
to Rhodesia’s Cold Storage Band. A valuable 
reminder of his vast feat. Reviewed in #54. SB

+  MorE Partake in some song collecting of your 
own with the Great British Song Map, see p50

+  LEt US KnoW Have any other suggestions? 
Write and let us know, letters@songlines.co.uk

collector extraordinaire. Dedicated to collecting 
and sharing traditional songs from across the 
UK and Ireland, Lee has been a key force in 
breathing new life into these songs – especially 
those of the Romani and Traveller communities. 
He also runs the Nest Collective, which hosts folk 
gigs in London. Reviewed in #107. AP

05 Alan Lomax
The Alan Lomax 
Collection Sampler 
(Rounder, 1997)
Alan Lomax is a song collector 

like no other; starting his field recording career 
in 1933, he would go on to spend his life devoted 
to capturing songs from every corner of the 
world on tape. This particular release features 
music he recorded from the American Deep 
South, Ireland, the Caribbean, Italy and Spain. 
So important to the concept of world music, 
Lomax has even earned himself a coveted space 
in this issue’s A-Z of World Music (see p34). AP

06 Thomas 
McCarthy
Herself and Myself
(Tin Folk Music, 2014)
An Irish Traveller, McCarthy 

grew up with a long line of traditional singers, 
including his mother Mary, to whom this album 
is dedicated. She taught Thomas the sean nós 
style of singing, and on this he showcases the 
diversity of his repertoire, with songs about 
Gypsy evictions and the various people who 
lived in his community. Reviewed in #105. JF

07 Muzsikás
Máramaros: The 
Lost Jewish Music of 
Transylvania 
(Hannibal, 1993)

Not only collecting, but resurrecting. For this 
extraordinary album the Hungarian band took 
tunes from a collection of Zoltán Simon and 
also collected tunes from Gheorghe Covaci and 
Árpád Toni, Transylvanian Gypsy musicians who 

ESSEntiAL


