
www.songlines.co.uk Songlines  15

News
UPFRONT

MS GOPALAKRISHNAN  
1931-2013
Born into a family steeped in both northern 
Hindustani and southern Karnatic playing 
styles, MS Gopalakrishnan followed his violinist 
father (the venerable Parur Sundaram Iyer) 
and brother (MS Anantharaman) into music at 
the age of eight. His contribution to the 
continuance of a respected dynasty also saw 
him innovate and modernise India’s violin 
tradition with a creative dexterity that earned 
him admittance into the revered ‘Violin Trinity’ 
alongside fellow luminaries Trippunithura 
Krishnan and Lalgudi Jayaraman.

Characterised by a rich, smooth tone 
praised for its purity and beauty, his playing 
was also distinguished by a seemingly infallible 
ability to gauge pitch. His quietly virtuosic 
sensitivity to other musicians in performance 
earned him innumerable awards as a soloist 
and made him the accompanist of choice for 
many of his peers. The roll call of musicians he 
shared a stage with throughout his extensive 
career reads like a veritable who’s who of 
contemporary Indian music, and he toured 
Australia, the US, the UK, the Netherlands, 
South Africa, Malaysia, and Hong Kong.

Popularly (if unfortunately) known simply 
as ‘MSG,’ he toured widely both at home and 
abroad. He earned the admiration of Western 
musicians schooled in a vastly different 
classical tradition for his willingness to push 
at the boundaries of age-old techniques, 
effortlessly re-minting them for Indian and 
international audiences.

He made only two recordings, both of them 
live; a 1995 Mumbai concert available on 
Navras Records and a Sydney recital in 1999 
with his daughter and fellow violinist M 
Narmadha on Disque Dom.

Born in Chennai, Madras on June 10 1931, 
he died after a short illness in the city on 
January 3, aged 81.                  Michael Quinn
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WIN*ROKIA TICKETS AND ALBUM
We have two pairs of tickets to Rokia’s exclusive album launch show at 
Cargo on May 23 and three copies of her new album, Beautiful Africa, 
to give away. To enter, simply answer the following question: On which 
Gorillaz track did Rokia sing with Damon Albarn as part of Africa Express?

See p7 for Songlines competition rules and address. Competition closes on April 22 2013. 
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The first UN agency to have its own theme song, 
UN Women released its official anthem on 
International Women’s Day (March 8). 

Initially performed as the finale of the UN 
Women launch event in 2011, ‘One Woman’ has 
become anthem for the UN organisation 
dedicated to gender equality issues and the 
empowerment of women. ‘One Woman’ was 
composed by Graham Lyle and British-Somali 
singer-songwriter Faham Hassan while the lyrics 
were penned by Beth Blatt, founder of the 
charity Hope Sings. 

The song was inspired by the stories of women 
who had been supported by UN Women and the 
agency hopes that ‘One Woman’ ‘will become a 
rallying cry that inspires listeners about the mission 
of UN Women and engages them to join in the 

drive for women’s rights and gender equality.’
Jerry Boys, who has produced albums by Ali 

Farka Touré, Buena Vista Social Club and Omara 
Portuondo, produced the song with Blatt. Among 
the participating artists are some Songlines 
favourites: cover star Rokia Traoré; Songlines 
Music Awards 2013 nominee Angélique Kidjo; 
and sitar player Anoushka Shankar. Other 
contributors include Zhang Liangying (China), 
Ximena Sarinana (Mexico), Yuna (Malaysia, 
pictured) and Vanessa Quai (Vanuatu). 

The song is now available as a download 
through iTunes and Amazon.

Alexandra Petropoulos 

VIDEO Watch a video of ‘One Woman’ on our 
YouTube channel, www.songlines.co.uk/youtube 
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UN organisation launches its offical anthem for the empowerment of women


